CHAPTEE II

THE  CHANGE  OF RELIGION :  1559

MARY died on the 17th of November 1558. Pailia-
ment was then sitting, and, in communicating the
event to both Houses, Archbishop Heath frankly took
the initiative in recognising Elizabeth, " of whose most
lawful right and title in the succession of the Crown,
thanks be to G-od, we need not to doubt." He was a
staunch Catholic, and two months later refused to
officiate at her coronation. But he was an Englishman,
and even the most convinced Catholics, though looking
forward with uneasiness to the religious policy of the
new Queen, were sincerely glad that there was no danger
of a disputed succession.. Eesides, it was by no means
clear that Elizabeth would not accept the ecclesiastical
constitution as established in the late reign. That
there would be an end of burnings, and of the harassing
tyranny of the bishops, every one felt certain; but it
seemed quite upon the cards that Elizabeth would
continue to recognise the headship of the Pope in a
formal way and maintain the Mass. It must be
remembered that the religious changes had only begun
some thirty years before. All middle-aged men could
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